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1UST signs MoU with Ministry of Education to implement NATS in J&K

New Delhi, July 30: The Islamic University of Science & Technology (IUST), has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Board of Apprenticeship Training (Northern
Region), under the Ministry of Education, Government of India, in the presence of the Union
Minister of Education and senior officials, including the Secretary, Higher Education,
Government of India. This MoU was signed during Akhil Bharatiya Shiksha Samagam 2025
in New Delhi which was yesterday inaugurated by the Union Minister of Education, Shri
Dharmendra Pradhan, to commemorate 5 years of NEP 2020 and aims to facilitate the
implementation of the National Apprenticeship Training Scheme (NATS) at [UST in J&K.

NATS is a flagship initiative of the Government of India designed to provide structured on-the-
job training to graduates and diploma holders, bridging the gap between academic learning and
industrial requirements. The MoU focuses on providing structured apprenticeship opportunities
for IUST students, fostering industry-academia collaboration to ensure real-world exposure
and skill enhancement, and aligning academic programs with the goals of NEP 2020 by
incorporating apprenticeships and internships as an integral part of holistic education.

Speaking on the occasion, Prof. Shakil Ahmad Romshoo, Vice-Chancellor of IUST,
emphasized that this MoU marks a significant step toward realizing the vision of NEP 2020 in
J&K, which places a strong emphasis on experiential learning through apprenticeships,
internships, and hands-on training. He stated that by integrating NATS into the university’s
academic framework, IUST aims to create a seamless transition for students from classrooms
to workplaces. He added that the collaboration will enhance the employability of students

This partnership with the Ministry of Education, Government of India, marks an important
milestone in IUST’s efforts to strengthen institutional-industry collaboration and build
sustainable pathways for student employability and professional growth, thereby contributing
to the development of a skilled workforce in Jammu & Kashmir.
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